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SHELBURNE FALLS BOWLING ALLEY TO 

CELEBRATE 100TH ANNIVERSARY

In January 1906, the same year the first known legal forward pass is thrown in a football game, the Shelburne Falls Bowling Alley opened its doors to the public. The next 100 years have seen many competitive and recreational candlepin bowling matches. The current owners of the Bowling Alley invite the public to join us on Saturday, January 7, 2006, as we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the lanes.

The Celebration will begin at Noon with an Opening Reception when a collection of early photographs, news articles, advertisements and memorabilia will be unveiled. Refreshments will be served. All are invited to attend.

The 100th anniversary celebrates the vision of C.W. Ward, the original proprietor of these lanes. Candlepin bowling was invented in 1880 in Worcester, Massachusetts. From the beginning, the new sport of candlepins was well received in Shelburne Falls. A January 13, 1906 article in the Gazette and Courier (now the Recorder) reported “C.W. Ward’s amusement annex which was opened to the public last week has become quite a popular rendezvous for the young people of both sexes. Every evening the place is crowded and ladies’ night of this week found about 20 young women with their escorts there trying their skill at bowling and pool.”

Ward later opened an Arcade Garden and presented vaudeville acts, dances and the first moving picture pavilion at the location now known as the Shelburne Falls Bowling Alley. A July 24, 1907 Shelburne Falls Messenger article announcing the grand opening of the Garden reported that  “On vaudeville nights and other occasions of similar nature the seating capacity of the garden will be increased to about 300 by swinging out the movable walls of the bowling alley building and covering the alleys with a portable flooring. At other times the bowling alleys will still remain open.”

Special events will take place throughout the day including a Centennial Scratch Tournament that will determine the House Champions on this special date. The public is invited to bring something old (photos, score sheets, trophies… prior to 1975) from the bowling alley in return for a free string of bowling.  All score sheets from this day and selected items will be included in a time capsule to be opened at the Alleys in 2106.

The Celebration Schedule is as follows (all events are open to the public): 

12:00 to 1:00 pm Opening Reception: A collection of early photographs, news articles, advertisements and memorabilia will be unveiled. Refreshments will be served.

1:00 to 6:00 pm Open Bowling with contests and drawings throughout the day. 

5:00 to 6:00 pm Juggler Meadow Morris Singers will perform

6:30 to 9:30 pm Scratch Tournament. Antique trophies will be award to top Male and top Female bowlers. Limited to forty bowlers. Stop in for details.

10:00 to 12:00 am DJ, Dancing, Open Bowling and Drawings Until Midnight.
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We have many advertisements, articles and photos reproduced online and available in high resolution (300 dpi – 9 inches). 

Visit www.ShelburneFallsBowling.com/historyphotos.htm to download them or call us for access to these photos.

1906-January 3 – Deerfield Echo Advertisement

1906-January 13 - Gazette & Courier (now the Recorder) – Opening Article

1907-July 24 – Shelburne Falls Messenger Article

1907-August 7 - Advertisement

1907-October 2 - Advertisement

1934 – 1934 Mohawk League Winners, Shelburne Falls Girls Club Bowling Team
1949 – Don Emerson, Pinboy at Shelburne Falls Bowling Alley

1949 – Don Emerson, Pinboy at Shelburne Falls Bowling Alley

1950 – Women’s  Bowling Team

1954-55 – State Eagles Bowling Champions, Shelburne Falls

